VANGELISM  CONFERENCE 


Together  for  Christ' 

January  27-28, 2013 
First  Baptist  Church 
Richland,  Mississippi 


State  Evangelism  Conference  kicks  off  Jan.  27 


Board  of  Mission*  of  the  Ala*  appreciate  Bob  Pitman’s  skill  in 
bama  Baptist  Convention  in  opening  the  Bible  and  preach 
Montgomery.  "Samnpr  is  well-  ing  in  a  way  that  leads  people 
known  to  Mississippi  Baptists,  to  understand  the  importance 
having  preached  all  over  Mis-  of  following  Jesus  every  day," 
sissippi  for  many  years.  He  has  Lum  said, 
also  spoken  and  taught  in  a  There  is  no  charge  for  the 
number  of  conferences  in  our  1  "■  - 

..  .  —  naw»<  mm  —  -  7 

state  over  the  years. 

■  Junior  Hill,  vocational 
evangelist  from  Hartselle,  Al.  j 
"Junior  Hill  is  probably  the  _ 

best-known  evangelist  in  Mia-  "  rr 

sissippi  who  is  not  from  Missis-  r'-< 

sippi.  There’s  no  way  to  count  r_ 

the  number  of  people  who  have 
come  to  know  Christ  under  his  " 

preaching  and  teaching.  He  3 

will  bless  us  with  his  message."  ^ 


Familiar  faces  will  abound  non  oat 
as  Mississippi  Baptists  gather 
at  First  Church,  Richland,  on 
Jan.  27-28  for  the  2013  State 
Evangelism  Conference,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  organizer  of  the 
annual  event. 

"The  speakers  are  people 
Mississippi  Baptists  know  well.  Mb 

We  will  be  blessed  by  their  2 1W30  «r 

preaching."  said  Don  Lum,  *30*40 

evangelism  director  for  the  *40-10:26 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  in  Jackson. 

Among  the  speakers  sched¬ 
uled  for  the  conference  are: 

■  Kara  Blacks  rd,  retired  for-  102*1040 
mer  pastor  of  Wheeler  Grove  1040-1130 
Church,  Corinth.  "He  has  been 


130-146  pm  Pram  and  woratvp 
1:46-2:30  Junior  Hi  -* 


Lum  said. 

■  Chuck  Kelley,  president 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
"Chuck  Kelley  is  known  and 
loved  throughout  the  state.  His 
spirited  preaching  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  the  lost  in  our  state  has 
made  him  a  favorite  son  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists,*  Lum  said. 

■  Bob  Pitman,  dean  of  the 
Adrian  Rogers  Center  for  Bibli¬ 
cal  Preaching  at  Mid-America 
Seminary  in  Memphis,  and  re¬ 
tired  longtime  pastor  of  Kirby 


north  Mississippi  for  his  entire  Comh  Mon 

life,  and  a  powerful  preacher,"  H  3°  freak  hr  Lunch  6:16630  pjn 

Lum  said.  (on  your  ovm)  530-730 

■  Michael  Catt,  a  Pasca¬ 
goula  native  and  senior  pastor 
of  Sherwood  Church  in  Albany, 

Ga.  Sherwood  Productions, 

Inc.,  which  is  associated  with  the  culture  with  the  Gospel  of  program.  E 
the  church,  has  produced  such  Jesus  Christ,"  Lum  said.  "His  his  leaders!] 
major-release  Christian  motion  message  will  be  timely  and  Mississippi 
pictures  at  Facing  the  Giants,  inspiring."  with  dant] 

Fireproof,  and  Couragfaus  ■  Jim  Futral,  MBCB  ex  ecu-  Lum  said. 

"Michael  and  his  church  are  thre  director.  ‘It's  always  on  ■  Samir 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  reaching  honor  to  have  Jim  Futral  on  the  tor  of  evani 


Woods  Church  in  Memphis, 
who  has  preached  in  more  than 
900  revivals  and  conferences  in 
the  ITJS.  and  internationally. 
"Mississippi  Baptists 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Manhood  for  our  time 


Guest  opinbn 

with  Thomas  White 


Thoughts  of  Newtown 
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Muslims 


Report:  Christians  largest  religious  group  in  world 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Christians  Pew  reported  that  the  world’s  Christians  are  Catholic.  An  es- 
are  the  world’s  largest  religious  population  includes  1.6  billion  ti mated  37%  of  Christians  are 
group  and  are  nearly  evenly  dis-  Muslims,  one  billion  Hindus,  Protestant,  including  Anglican 
persed  globally,  according  to  a  nearly  500  million  Buddhists,  independent,  and  nondennmi- 
new  Pew  study  on  the  size,  geo-  400  million  adherents  of  vari-  national  churches.  The  Ortho¬ 
graphic  distribution,  and  me-  ous  folk  and  traditional  reh-  dox  Communion,  including  the 
dian  ages  of  the  world’s  major  gions,  and  58  million  adherents  Greek  and  Russian  Orthodox, 
religious  groups.  the  study  confined  to  the  cat-  make  up  12K  of  Christians. 

Of  the  world's  6.9  billion  egory  of  “other"  comprised  of  Researchers  categorized 
people,  2.2  billion  or  32%  are  many  religions  including  Baha’i  Christian  Scientists,  Mormons, 
Christians,  Pew'  reported  Dec.  faith.  Jainism,  Sikhism,  Shinto-  and  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  as 
18.  While  only  12%  of  Chris-  ism,  Taoism,  and  Wicca.  “viewing  themselves  as  Chris¬ 

tians  live  in  North  America,  A  plurality  of  the  world's  14  nan,"  and  computed  them  as 
the  vast  majority  of  Christians,  million  Jewish  people,  44%,  comprising  about  one  percent  of 
99%,  live  outside  the  Middle  live  in  North  America,  while  the  global  Christian  population. 
East-North  Africa  region  where  41%  live  in  the  Middle  East  and  Most  of  the  world's  popula- 
Christianity  began.  North  Africa,  nearly  aD  of  them  tion,  5.8  billion  or  84%,  affili- 

Apart  from  North  America,  in  Israel,  the  study  found.  ates  with  a  particular  religion, 

Christians  are  geographically  In  the  U.S.,  78%,  or  leaving  1.6  billion,  or  16%, 

dispersed,  with  26%  m  Eu  243,060,000  of  the  country’s  with  no  religious  affiliation, 
rope,  24%  in  Latin  America  310,390,000  people  are  Chns-  the  study  found.  However, 
and  the  Caribbean,  24%  in  sub-  tian,  the  study  found.  The  U.S.  many  of  those  with  no  reli- 
Saharan  Africa,  and  13%  in  the  also  has  50,980,000  religiously  gious  affiliation  hold  religious 
Asia-Pacific  region,  the  study  unaffiliated,  5,690,000  Jewish  or  spiritual  beliefs,  such  as 
by  the  Pew  Forum  on  Religion  people,  3^70,000  Buddhists,  a  belief  in  God  or  a  universal 
and  Public  Life  found,  based  on  2,770,000  Muslims,  1,790,000  spirit,  while  not  identifying 
2010  data.  Hindus,  630,000  adherents  to  with  a  particular  religion. 

Researchers  did  not  study  the  folk  religions,  and  1,900,000  The  study  found  mat  some 
degree  to  which  people  actively  affiliated  with  other  religions.  religions  have  much  younger 
practice  their  faiths,  but  relied  The  Global  Religious  Land-  populations,  determined  in  part 
on  me  subjects’  self-identifica-  scape:  A  Report  on  the  Size  and  by  the  growth  rate  of  countries 
tion  of  their  religious  affiliation.  Distribution  of  me  World’s  where  me  religions  ate, Largely 

The  majority  of  the  world's  Major  Religious  Groups  as  of  found.  For  example,  religions 
other  religions  lives  in  the/. '^a-  2010,  encompasses  more  man  concentrated  in  China  tend  to 

Pacific  region,  including  nearly  230  countries  and  territories,  be  older,  because  me  popula- 
all  Buddhists  and  Hindus,  and  Based  on  more  man  2,500  tion  growth  mere  is  slower, 
most  Muslims  and  the  reli-  censuses,  surveys,  and  popu-  The  median  age  of  me  world's 
gioualy  unaffiliated,  research-  lation  registers,  the  research  overall  population  is  28,  while 
ere  found.  While  58.8%  of  the  is  part  of  the  Pew-Templeton  the  median  age  of  Christians  is 
world’s  population  lives  in  the  Global  Religious  Futures  Proj-  30  .the  study  found. 

Asia-Pacific  region,  it  is  home  to  ect,  analyzing  religious  change  The  frill  report  Is  available 
99%  of  Hindus  and  Buddhists,  and  its  impact  on  societies  at  http://www.pewforum.org/ 
62%  of  Muslims  and  76%  of  the  around  the  world.  global-religious-landscape-ex  - 

religiously  unaffiliated.  Globally,  about  half  of  all  ec.aspx 


Size  of  Major  Religious  Groups,  2010 

Percentage  of  the  global  population 

0.8% 

Other  Religions** 


Folk  Religionists 


Buddhists 


verely  beaten  bom  for  prison  guards  SoHUrity 
id  cellmates  who  aeff-identify  as  Al  that  prom 
i  eda  members. 

As  a  Muslim  convert  to  Christianity, 


once  was  a  radical  Muslim  in  training  as 
a  suicide  bomber,  but  the  training  de¬ 
pressed  him  and  he  turned  to  Christ. 

‘Christianity  saved  his  life,"  she  said.  -  M 

According  to  International  Chris-  he  could  face  the  death  penalty, 
tian  Concern,  an  aid  and  advocacy  or-  Abedini  previously  was  arrested  by 
ganization  for  me  persecuted  church,  Iranian  authorities  in  2009  but  was 
Tran  is  in  the  midst  of  a  crackdown  on  released  after  signing  an  agreement 
house  churches.  *  to  stop  all  afficiafnouse  church  activi- 

Ahmcd  Shaheed,  a  United  Nations  ties,  according  to  Fox  News.  His  fam- 
sperial  rapporteur  (reporter)  on  hu-  ily's  attorneys  have  said  he  honored 
man  rights  in  Iran,  told  Reuters  mat  that  agreement. 

the  country  has  arbitrarily  .arrested  ‘He  thought  if  be  honored  his  part, 
and  detained  more  than  300  Christians  they  would  honor  theirs.  He  was  trans- 
since  2010,  including  at  least  41  people  parent  about  his  humanitarian  work 
detained  from  a  month  to  more  than  a  there,'  Tiffany  Barrens,  international 


_ , _ notes  religious  frfedbm,  Irani 

has  been  severely  beaten  by  guards  and 
inmates,  causing  acute  stomach  ulcere 
and  colon  complications  mat  led  to 
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a  thing  new  and  different  and  you  wonder 

where  to  begin  and  how  much  can  you 
do.  May  I  encourage  you  to  start  small 
rather  man  large.  Instead  of  committing 
to  read  to  to  15  chapters  a  day,  read  one 
chapter  and  meditate  on  what  God  is 
saying  to  you.  You  may  read  through  the 
book  of  John  or  the  Old  Testament  book 
of  Proverbs  letting  God  bring  wonderful 
spirit-filled  truth  to  your  heart  and  at  the 
same  time  filling  your  soul  with  practical 
advice  from  heaven.  As  you  spend  some 
time  each  morning  in  the  Word  of  God, 
you  will  find  that  not  only  are  you  get¬ 
ting  closer  to  God,  but  that  you  will  have 
_  _  an  increased  appetite  to  want  to  hear 

/-V  \Tnur  V  DOT  what  He  has  to  say.  As  you  open  God's 

IlCW  X  CCli  Word  with  your  heart  open  to  hear  from 

Him,  you  will  continue  day  by  day  mov- 
,  _  ing  closer  to  Him. 

on  walking  with  Him.  1  know  some  folks  Walk  for  God!  Ultimately,  God 
who  when  they  wake  up  in  the  morning  wants  to  fill  our  lives  with  His  plan, 
their  first  thought  is  to  check  their  Face-  purpose,  strength,  and  wisdom  to  send 
book.  They  want  to  check  on  family,  us  out  into  the  world  to  serve  Him. 

friends,  and  am  new  thing  that  has  gone  There  He  wants  us  to  be  sah  and  light 
on  overnight  They  just  immediately  Walking  for  God  will  mean  that  each 
rise  and  start  running  down  the  com-  day  becomes  both  an  experience  and 
puter  trails  to  begin  their  day.  I  wart  to  event  where  we  are  looking  for  that  one 
encourage  you  to  make  that  experience  moment  to  make  a  difference  in  another 
or  any  other  secordary  to  the  face  time  person's  fife.  It  may  be  an  opportunity 
that  you  spend  with  God,  the  Father.  to  lift  someone,  to  love  someone,  or  to 
When  you  meet  with  Him  as  you  begin  listen  to  sqmeooe.  Or  it  may  be  gimply 
your  day  and  invite  Him  to  be  a  part  to  react  to  someone  or  some  situation 

of  everything  that  you  do.  He  will  walk  in  a  different  manner  from  99%  of  the 

with  you  down  every  trail.  It  will  make  other  people  in  our  world.  Instead  of 

your  day  totally  different  and  the  begin-  being  fragile  or  fierce,  we  may  be  forghr- 

ning  of  your  day  much  more  meaningful-  ing  and  fnendly.  Maybe  out  there  on 
So  walk  with  God  day  by  day.  the  trail  of  life  and  in  the  highways  and 

Walk  toward  God!  Walking  with  byways,  God  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
God  is  predominantly  a  prayer  event.  use  us.  We  will  be  walking  for  Him  with 
Walking  toward  God  is  a  scripture  ex-  the  direction  set  and  the  days  will  come, 
perience.  The  Bible  is  God’s  Word  and  Sometimes  they  will  come  very  slowly 
it  is  His  voice  to  our  hearts.  So  in  the  and  sometimes  like  gushers,  but  let 
beginning  ofyour  day,  begin  with  the  every  day  find  us  walking  with,  toward. 


Here  we  stand  in  the  early  days  of 
a  New  Year.  There  seems  to  be 
something  magical,  wonderful, 
and  exciting  about  a  New  Year.  1  sup¬ 
pose  we  could  celebrate  the  beginning  of 
every  new  month,  a  new  week,  or  even 
every  day,  but  it  probably  would  not  be 
as  exciting  as  a  New  Year.  The  New  Year 
seems  tobe  filled  with  new  possibilities, 
new  expectations,  new  achievements, 
new  relationships,  new  understandings, 
and  new  adventures  No  doubt  for  most 
of  us  some  of  those  things  will  be  pres¬ 
ent,  but  on  the  other  hand  some  « the 
old  things  that  battered,  bruised,  and 
bewildered  us  in  the  past  will  sneak  into 
our  future. 

The  problem  with  a  New  Year  is  that 
if  everythingstays  just  the  same,  the 
New  Year  wfll  probably  bethe  same  as 
the  old  except  for  those  things  that  are 
outside  of  our  control  that  may  shape, 
rearrange,  or  distort  our  lives.  Here  is 
the  part  of  the  mystery  and  the  magic 
ofaNewYear.  In  order  for  it  to  be  •. 
filled  with  new  things,  we  have  to  be 
new.  Many  people  will  simply  charge 
into  this  New  Year  with  the  same  habits, 
attitudes,  doubts,  and  frustrations  with 
which  they  have  lived  year  after  year. 
They  will  attempt  nothing  new  and 
nothing  new  will  await  them. 

In  this  New  Year,  I  want  to  suggest  to 
you  a  simple  and  yet  an  amazing  thing 
that  you  can  do  that  will  make  a  number 
of  changes  in  your  life  —  walk  into  the 
New  Year.  Some  years  ago  here  in  our 


attainable.  So  often,  people  come  to 
the  New  Year  and  look  at  resolutions 
as  though  they  can  achieve  world  class 
«t»nriin»  physically,  mentally,  emotion - 
ally,  and  even  spiritually.  Basically,  thej 
overload  their  wagon  and  after  a  few 
days  or  weds  they  give  up. 

let’s  walk  into  the  New  Year.  Ev¬ 
eryone  can  do  it  Most  people  learn  to 

walk  around  age  one  and  even  though 
in  later  years  it  may  slow  down  you  can 
still  get  around.  Set  a  goal  to  do  what 
you  do  and  maybe  a  little  bit  more.  In 
scripture,  walking  is  more  than  just 


ting  one  foot  m  front  of  the  other.  In 
ny  plans  yon  will  find  that  the  Bible 
■Done  about  a  spiritual  exercise  and 
t  is  what  I  am  realfy  focused  on  for 
1  and  me.  There  are  three  areas  of 
king  that  I  want  to  suggest  to  you  to 
down  in  your  heart  and  make  them  a 
ly  adventure. 

iValk  with  God!  Wake  up  to  Him 


governor  that  was  seen  const) 
television  and  heard  over  the 
was  "Let’s  Go  Walking,  Missii 
was  an  encouragement  towar 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Corinth  Church,  HoMolborg:  Revival,  Jan.  20  -  23; 

Sun.,  10  a.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve  Stone,  speaker. 


Brotherhood  Mutual 
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Need  a  liliht 


s  ,t  i  il .  "I  nil)  Mu  li"lit  ill'  I  In-  ttitrltl 

Wllllcur  follows  Dll’  Hill  llllt  walk 
iii  darkness  lint  "ill  hate  t In- 
lil> lit  ol  lilt  . "  John  S :  I  ’  ' 


S i ut |>l \  share  lilt-  follow  mu  prater 
with  <  .ml  in  tour  own  words: 


l  I.  l  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  toil. 

1 1  hate  sinned.) 
I  2.  I  want  forgiteness  lor  mt  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  1 1  repent. » 
.1.  I  Indict  t  Jesus  died  and  rose 
I  from  the  urate  to  loruitc  nit  sins 
and  to  restore  nit  relationship 
with  ton.  1 1  beliese  in  Jesus. I 
4.  Its  lailli.  I  intile  Jesus  (  hrisl 
into  mt  life,  from  this  time  on. 
want  to  lite  in  a  luting  relationship 
with  Him.  1 1  reeeite  t  hrist  as 
mt  Nat  ior  and  I  ord.i 


••  |t it |  .is  ill. lilt  as  re i  ei t  ed  II i III.  to  them  lie  u.i '  *' 
lilt  right  In  heeonn  ellildren  ol  t.oil.eteii  to 
those  who  beliete  in  his  name."  ijolm  t;l2i 
It  t  oil  make  a  del  ision  for  t  hrisl  I  oil  at .  mill  art  a 
lot  a  I  Southern  It.iplist  church  lor  spiritual  guidance. 


Just  for  the  Record 


MIKE  BROOKS 

Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Calvary's 
Kids  of 
CALVARY 
CHURCH. 
SUMMIT, 
presented 
the  musical 
King  Jesus 
Dec.  16.  Ani¬ 
ta  Alexander 
and  Kenya 
Lofton, 
directors: 
Floyd  Davis, 
pastor. 


CONCORD  CHURCH,  BENTON-TIPPAH 
ASSOCIATION,  conducted  a  baby  blessing 
and  parent  dedication  forT.J.  and  Lisa  Panned 
and  baby  Olivia  Oct.  28.  Robert  E.  Walker,  pastor. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  VANCLEAVE.  licensed 
Matthew  L.  Watford  to  the  gospel  ministry  Nov. 
26.  Shown  areWetford,  pastor  Don  Boone  Sr., 
andTimWelford. 
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Maturing? 


L.D.  O’Mire 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MS  POSITIONS 


D.C.  appeals  panel  delivers  first 
blow  to  contraception  mandate 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  lo-  care  reform  law,  which  has  been  gious  freedom.  The  court  is  not 
cai  reports)  —  A  federal  appeals  dubbed  Obamacare.  going  to  let  the  government  slide 

court  has  delivered  an  important  The  abortion/ contraceptior  by  on  non-binding  promises  to  fix 
victory  to  religious  nonprofit  mandate  went  into  effect  Aug.  lot  the  problem  down  the  road.* 
organizations  that  oppose  the  this  year,  but  the  Obama  admin-  The  D.C  Circuit  Court's  order 
Obama  administration's  abor-  istration  established  a  one-year  came  only  four  days  after  Dun- 
tion/contraception  mandate.  ‘safe  harbor'  from  that  date  in-  can  and  government  lawyers 
In  the  first  ruling  on  the  tended  to  accommodate  the  con-  presented  oral  arguments  before 
mandate  at  the  appellate  level,  cems  of  nonprofit  religious  end-  the  panel  of  judges.  During  the 
the  District  of  Columbia  Circuit  ties.  Neither  die ‘safe  harbor’  nor  arguments,  the  Obama  admin- 
Court  of  Appeals  ordered  the  the  D.C.  Circuit  Court’s  order  ap-  igtration  lawyers  promised  the 
federal  government  Dec.  18  to  pbes  to  for-profit  companies  with  judges  the  government  would  not 
keep  its  promise  to  issue  a  new  owners  opposed  to  the  mandate.  enforce  the  current  rule  against 
rule  to  protect  the  religious  lib-  Religious  freedom  advocates  rejjgjous  nonprofits  and  would 
eity  of  two  colleges  and  other  praised  the  courts  order  Rich-  to  guard  their 

religious  nonprofits.  The  three-  ard  Land,  executive  director  of  freerkun. 

judge  panel  told  the  Obama  ad-  the  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Wheaton  and  Belmont  Abbey 
ministration  to  report  back  ev-  Commission  of  the  Southern  n  C  Circuit Court 

e^  todays  on  its  rommitment  Bmdst Convention  in NashviD^ 

to  publish  a  notice  of  a  proposed  called  it ‘a  tremendous  day  for  SLj  .  ^  . 

rule  by  March  31  and  to  issue  a  religious  freedom  and  freedom 
final  rule  before  August.  of  conscience,-  adding  he  was 

The  D.C  Circuit  Court,  oonsid-  ‘extremely  pleased  but  not  sur-  ****  landing  to  sue-  Tbe  appeal, 
ered  by  many  legal  scholars  to  be  prised’ at  the  court’s  action.  court,  however,  ruled  the  scfaoob 

the  most  influential  court  in  the  ‘It  shows  dearly  that  when  had  standing  The  three-judge 
federal  appelate  system  due  to  the  federal  government  oversteps  P81”  “*.to.retlyn 

the  natureof  the  cases  it  bears,  its  bounds  and  denies  the  First  Aecaaes  to  the  federal  judas  for 
also  said  it  expected  the  admin-  Amendment  free  exercise  and  mrthi"-  action  but  to  hold  them 
istration  to  fuml]  its  pledge  not  to  freedom  of  conscience  rights  of  until  a  new  rule  is  issued, 
enforce  the  current  rule  against  Americana  that  those  dtiaens  can 
Wheaton  College,  aii  evangel]-  successfully  appeal  to  the  federal 

cal  Christian  school  in  suburban  court  system  to  be  the  protec  [A|  ■  ■#*! 

Chicago,  and  Belmont  Abbes  Col-  tor  of  those  divinely  endowed 
lege,  a  Roman  Catholic  institution  and  constitutionally  guaranteed 

in  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  other  rights,"  said  Land.  ’  T 

religious  nonprofits.  The  Ethics  &  Religious  lib- 

AVe  take  the  government  at  erty  Commission  signed  on  to  a 

,.,,11  k.J.1  t,.  e  -  tk..  «  Iw.  I 


Y  SECOXES  YS  XCCA  SC  PEGL  SEG 
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Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


The  appeals  court  issued  the  hey,  joining  10  other  evangelical 
order  in  response  to  lawsuits  by  organizations  in  the  brief  filed  by 
Wheaton  and  Belmont  Abbey  Christian  Legal  Society  in  sup- 
against  a  rule  by  the  U.S.  De-  port  of  the  appeals  fay  Wheaton 
partment  of  Hearth  and  Human  and  Belmont  Abbey  on  religious 
Services  (HHS)  that  mandates  liberty  grounds, 
employers  provide  workers  Kyle  Duncan,  general  counsel 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


health  insurance  covering  of  die  Becket  Fund  for  Religious 
■aceptives  and  abortion-  Liberty,  said  die  court  lias  now 
ng  drugs.  made  it  dear  that  govenSMBt 

le  rule  is  part  of  the  impie-  promises  and  press  conferences 
ation  of  the  2010  health  are  not  enough  to  protect  refc- 


Correction: 

►  In  a  page  three  article  in  the  Dec.  20  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record, 
a  reporter  incorrectly  listed  the  church  membership  of  WMU  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  Kay  Caambry.  Casstbry  is  a  member  of  Highland 
Colony  Church,  Ridgeland.  The  Baptist  Record  regrets  the  error. 


Restoring  the  Repentant  •  Hosea  13: 4-6;  14:1-9 


As  we  discuss  the  last  lesson  in  our 
study  of  the  book  of  Hoeea,  I  want  to 
draw  our  attention  to  the  title  of  our 
study.  We  have  been  studying  “The 
Heart  of  a  Redeeming  Father  *  The 
theme  of  redemption  is  woven  into 
every  verse  of  Hosea.  God  is  pursuing 
His  people  with  a  heart  of  compassion, 
even  though  they  have  rejected  Him 
and  adopted  a  lifestyle  of  idol  worship. 
He  is  giving  them  a  chance  to  start  their 
life  anew.  Most  adults  have  made  the 
statement,  ‘If  I  could  just  start  over.' 
We  have  all  had  times  when  we  would 
just  like  to  have  another  chance.  Our 
lesson  today  is  exactly  what  we  need 
to  hear.  Goa  is  opening  the  door  of  re¬ 
pentance  for  our  chance  to  begin  again, 
fresh  and  new. 

Need  of  Repentance 

(Hosea  13: 4-6) 

The  fact  of  God’s  condemnation  of 
the  Israelites’  idolatry  and  sinfulness  is 
again  stated  in  Hosea  19:  1-3.  Also  we 
find  that  He  has  promised  to  punish 
them  for  their  unfaithfulness  to  Him  in 
Hosea  13:  7-16.  In  Hosea  13:  4-6,  God 
reminds  the  people  that  He  alone  has 
always  been  their  God  and  Savior.  Ever 
since  their  time  in  Egypt,  He  had  been 
the  one  who  had  provided  for  all  their 
needs,  yet  still  they  had  forsaken  Him 
and  followed  their  own  prideful  ways 


of  self-satisfaction.  What  we  areseeing 
here  is  God  leading  His  people  to  see 
their  need  to  repent.  Recognizing  that 
they  had  sinned  was  only  the  first  step  in 
being  restored  into  a  right  relationship 
with  their  Heavenly  father.  Repentance 
of  that  sin  must  follow.  We  all  must  rec¬ 
ognize  our  need  to  repent.  You  can  feel 
sorry  for  your  transgressions,  and  keep 
those  feelings  hidden.  Itis  only  through 
verba]  confession  of  those  feelings  to 
God  that  restoration  can  start. 

CaO  to  Repentance 


(» 

In 


*4:  *-3) 


Ho¬ 
sea  14:1. 

God  very 
plainly 
calls  His 
people  to 
return  to 
Him.  In 
14:  2  He 
even  tells 
them  what 
to  say:  ‘Forgive  all  our  sin  and  accept 
what  is  good,  so  we  may  repavYou  with 
praise  from  our  lips.  (HCSB)  How 
simple  God  makes  things  for  us.  Even 
though  we  turn  our  backs  on  Him  and 
follow  after  our  own  desires.  He  waits 
patiently  for  us  to  hear  His  gentle  call 
and  to  return  to  Him.  And  when  we  re¬ 


turn.  He  opens  His  loving  arms  to  us 
and  accepts  us  and  restores  us  to  a  right 
relationship  with  Him.  Though  it  may 
Seem  simple,  we  make  it  hard  because 
we  resist  and  refuse  to  humble  our¬ 
selves  before  Him.  While  God  is  willing 
to  restore  our  relationship  with  Him, 
He  will  not  unless  we  come  to  Him  with 
a  sincere  prayer  of  repentance. 

Results  of 

(Hosea  14:  4-fc) 

When  we  come  to  God  with  a  sincere 
prayer  of  repentance,  we  experience  His 
love,  heal¬ 
ing,  and 
renewal. 
This  is 
the  prom¬ 
ise  that 
God  made 
with  His 
people.  In 
Hosea  2: 

I  14-23.  we 

saw  this 

promise  displayed  early  in  our  study. 
Throughout  history  God  has  stood 
ready  to  forgive  His  children  of  their 
unfaithfulness.  Not  only  in  the  past,  but 
even  now  God  stands  ready  to  open  His 
arms  to  anyone  who  will  repent  of  their 
sinfulness  and  accept  His  love  for  them. 
The  result  of  our  repentance  is  a  fresh 


Explore 

with  Huey 


start  in  our  relationship  with  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father.  He  lovingly  forgives  us  and 
restores  us.  He  takes  away  our  need  to 
depend  on  anything  else  but  Him. 

Wisdom  of  Repentance 
(Hosea  14s  9) 


Hoaea  ends  his  prophecy  with  an 
incredible  call  to  God’s  people  to  live 
wisely.  "Let  whoever  is  wise  understand 
these  things,  and  whoever  is  insight¬ 
ful  recognize  them.  For  the  ways  of  the 
Lord  are  right,  and  the  righteous  walk 
in  them,  but  the  rebellious  stumble  in 
them.’  (Hosea  14:  9  HCSB)  Hosea  is 
calling  us  to  pay  attention!  God  has  a 
plan  for  our  lives.  The  wise  understand 
and  recognize  His  ways  are  right.  Those 
who  are  righteous  walk  in  God's  ways, 
but  God’s  ways  are  stumbling  blocks  to 
the  proud  and  rebellious  in  spirit. 

Our  lesson  this  week  has  shown  us 
that  God  stands  ready  to  restore  our  re¬ 
lationship  with  Him  if  we  will  sincerely 
come  to  Him  with  a  repentant  heart. 
Many  try  to  make  a  fresh  start  in  life, 
but  the  only  real  fresh  start  comes  when 
we  confess  our  sin  before  God  and  expe¬ 
rience  true  forgiveness. 

Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for  Edu¬ 
cation/Outreach  at  Brandon  Church, 
Brandon. 


Nahum:  A  Message  of  God's  Judgment  •  Nahum  1:1-3:19 


‘Behold,  I  am  against  you,  declares 
the  Lord  of  Hosts.*  That  is  not  the  sen¬ 
tence  1  would  prefer  to  hear  from  the 
Lord  through  His  prophet  concerning  my 
lifestyle  and  personal  relationship  with 
Him.  Twice  in  the  book  of  Nahum,  that 
is  exactly  what  the  Lord  declared  against 
the  nation  of  Assyria  in  general  and  the 
capital  city  of  Nineveh  in  particular.  If 
you  go  to  Nineveh  today,  you  have  to  visit 
with  a  shovel  and  a  trowel,  the  tools  of  an 
archaeologist.  As  we  remember  from  our 
December  lessons,  YAHWEH  keeps  His 
promires.  If  the  Lord  is  for  us,  who  can 
stand  against  us?  If  the  Lord  is  against 
us,  who  can  stand  for  us? 

The  possible  date  for  the  writing  of  this 
book  is  600BC.  The  greatness  of  Assyria 
was  beginning  to  wane.  Approximate¬ 
ly  150  years  before  Nahum  spoke  this 
word  of  poetic  prophetic  doom  against 
Nineveh,  Jonah  had  (reluctantly)  walked 
every  inch  of  that  dty preaching,  ‘Repent 
or  perish!’  We  left  Jonah  sitting  under 
a  shady  vine  on  the  outskirts  of  Nineveh. 
He  was  praying  that  he  could  just  die 
on  the  spot  rather  than  bear  the  awful 
thought  mat  these  people  were  going  to 
repent  and  be  spared.  This  evil  dty  which 
had  inflicted  so  much  pain  on  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  would  get  off  scot  (grace  and  mercy) 
nee.  Unthinkable! 

Jonah’s  shady  vine  wilted  and  the 


Ninevites  bloomed.  Apparently  their 
repentance  was  short-lived  for  now  Na¬ 
hum  plainly  preaches  their  imminent  de¬ 
struction.  Assyria  began  to  crumble  as  a 
world  power  in  the  600BC  era.  They  had 
conquered  and  taken  the  northern  king¬ 
dom  of  Israel  captive  in  722BC.  They  had 
troubled  the  Southern  Kingdom  of  Judah 
as  welL 
Now,  this 
unrepen- 
tant  dty 


ing  under 
the  judg¬ 
ment  of 
God.  This 
destroyer 
was  about 
to  be  de¬ 
stroyed  by 

their  Cre  'or.  In  612  BC,  the  Assyrians 
were  defeated  by  the  Babylonians. 

One  of  my  favorite  titles  for  this 
47-verw  book  of  Nahum  is  ‘Jonah  Gets 
His  Wish.*  By  sparing  Nineveh  the  first 
time  around,  God  proved  that  destruc¬ 
tion  is  not  His  first  preference.  First, 
God  shows  people  how  to  Uve.  He  walks 
with  them.  He  calls  them  back  when 
they  stray.  He  gives  them  opportunity 
after  opportunity  to  stop,  look,  repent 
and  live.  After  continual  rejection.  His 


holiness  calls  Him  to  act  for  the  sake  of 
His  Name.  The  Lord  will  by  no  means 
leave  the  guilty  unpunished,  whether 
people  or  nations. 

The  name  ‘Nahum*  means  comfort. 
Finding  comfort  in  the  lines  of  the  writ- 
nap  of  Nahum  would  be  like  finding  a 
needle  in  a  haystack.  You  can  read  these 
three  little 
chapters  in 
just  a  few 
minutes. 

•  s  mm  Immediate- 

fOr  Life  lv^  you  wiD 

shake  your 

Brown  bead  and 

exclaim, 
‘Wow. 
These  were 


evil 


really 

folks.4 


Nahum's  descriptive  language  leaves  no 
stone  unturned  as  to  just  how  cruel  the 
Assyrians  could  be  in  their  treatment  of 
enemies.  Their  power  wss  nothing  com¬ 
pared  to  the  strength  of  God. 

Nineveh  is  devastated.  No  one  will 
even  be  left  to  grieve  the  lore.  Your 
wound  is  incurable.  There  is  no  relief  for 
you.  This  book  ends  exactly  like  the  book 
of  Jonah.  God  is  the  One  left  standing 
with  all  the  right  answers.  He  is  the  only 
one  qualified  to  ask  the  questions. 


Those  individuals  and/or  nations 
which  stand  against  God  and  the  truths 
found  in  His  Word  will  perish.  I  pray  that 
you  are  astute  enough  to  surmise  and 
then  agree  that  our  own  beloved  America 
is  rushing  headlong  into  a  confrontation 
with  a  Holy  God  who  cannot  tolerate  sin 
forever.  We  cannot  blame  our  nation 
or  our  elected  leaden  for  our  personal 
shortfalls  into  sin.  We  must  first  look 
dseply  into  our  own  hearts  and  align  our 
lives  with  the  life  God  has  marked  out  for 
those  who  believe  in  Jesus  and  determine 
to  walk  with  Him  and  learn  from  Him. 

For  the  month  of  January  2013  we 
will  be  looking  at  the  messages  of  four 
of  the  twelve  minor  prophets  in  the  Old 
Testament.  I  call  them  the  Twelve  Last 
Words:  Majoring  on  the  Minors.  In  the 
Hebrew  scriptures  they  are  considered  as 
one  scroll  together.  They  are  not  called 
‘minor*  because  their  messages  are  less 
important  than  those  called  the  ‘major* 
prophets.  The  word  ‘minor*  has  nothing 
to  00  with  depth  of  the  messages.  It  has 
everything  to  do  with  the  length  and  word 
count  of  these  writings. 

Judah,  how  do  you  spell  comfort?  N- 
a-h-u-m. 

Brown  is  the  stqff  evangelist  at  First 
Church,  Richland. 


EVANGELISM 

cont.  from  p.  1 

conference,  Lum  pointed  out 
‘It  is  open  to  lay  people  as 
well  ss  pastors,  ministers,  and 
church  staffers.  We 


evenrane  to  be  a  part  of  this 
conference.’ 

A  Jan.  28  evening  meal  will 
be  provided  at  no  charge  by 
MBCB  and  First  Church,  Rich¬ 
land,  in  the  Richland  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  near  the  church,  be¬ 
ginning  at  4:30  p.m.  Jim  Futral 


willprovide  the  1 

The  Richland  Community 
Center,  which  is  being  uti¬ 
lized  to  ensure  adequate  seat¬ 
ing,  is  located  directly  behind 
the  Richland  Wal-Mart  which 
fronts  U A  Highway  40. 

"First  Church,  Richland,  has 


been  a  wonderful  host.  This  is 
the  church's  first  time  to  host 
the  State  Evangelism  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  they  have  gone  out  of 
their  way  to  make  it  a  success,’ 
Lum  said. 

The  annual  State  Evange¬ 
lism  Conference  is  a  ministry 


of  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Lum  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3278,  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  278.  E-mail: 
■org. 
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BUNKER  HILL  CHURCH.  COLUMBIA,  presented  The  Secret  of  Snowflake  County  Dec.  16. 
Sissy  Wilks.  Carmen  Duncan,  and  Becky  Wilks,  leaders. 


